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speech and other things augur confusion and un-
certainty in the future, with hot contumacy." At
a cabinet meeting on the 14th of April, Lincoln
made his last statement on the subject. It was
fortunate, he said, that Congress had adjourned,
for "we shall reanimate the States" before Con-
gress meets; there should be no killing, no persecu-
tions; there was too much disposition to treat the
Southern people "not as fellow citizens."

The possibility of a conciliatory restoration
ended when Lincoln was assassinated. Moderate,
firm, tactful, of great personal influence, not a
doctrinaire, and not a Southerner like Johnson,
Lincoln might have "prosecuted peace" success-
fully. His policy was very unlike that proposed
by the radical leaders. They would base the new
governments upon the loyalty of the past plus the
aid of enfranchised slaves; he would establish the
new regime upon the loyalty of the future. Like
Governor Andrew he thought that restoration must
be effected by the willing efforts of the South. He
would aid and guide but not force the people. If
the latter did not wish restoration, they might
remain under military rule. There should be no
forced negro suffrage, no sweeping disfranchise-
ment of whites, no "carpetbaggism."